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In “Dynamics of Movement and Dwelling:
Whistler's Sense of Home,” part of the
Whistler House's 200th anniversary
celebrations, Shirland will discuss some of
the many houses James McNeill Whistler
lived in during his life and frame his
pioneering modernist aesthetics, interior
design schemes and collecting practices
through various meanings of the “home” in
the 19th century art world. Whistler's
obsessive concern for beauty forged
through a fusion of Japanese, French,
English and American visual cultures, and

aesthetic transformations of industrial sites



dalnd rivers, will be consiaerea in tne context
of the displacements, dislocations and
desires for rootedness and stability in his

home life.

Jonathan Shirland received his PhD in Art
History from University College London in
2002, and has taught at University College
London, the University of York and Lasell
College, Newton, MA and served as the
Curator of Public Programmes at the Royal
Academy of Arts, London. His scholarship
includes contributions to Art History, Visual
Culture in Britain, Aries and African Arts, and
he is currently Associate Professor of Art
History at Bridgewater State University
where he leads an annual Art History study
tour to Tanzania and is one of the founders
and lead curators of the project Violence

Transformed.

The Whistler House Museum of Art, located in
Lowell, Massachusetts, is the historic birthplace
of the famous American artist James McNeill
Whistler. Established in 1878 as the Lowell Art
Association Inc., it is the oldest incorporated art
association in the United States. The WHMA is



known internationally for its distinguished
collection of 19th and early 20th century New
England representational art, including works
by Whistler, Gorky, and Sargent. The historic
home hosts many exhibits, lectures, concerts,
educational and community programs, and an
array of social events in the residence, Parker
Gallery, and adjoining Whistler Park. Hours are
Wednesday through Saturday, 11am—4pm.

Whistler House Museum of Art
243 Worthen Street

Lowell, MA 01852

Office: (978) 452-7641
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